Ventilator Emergencies
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Always talk to family/ caregivers as they have specific knowledge and skills.

If using the patient’s ventilator bring caregiver knowledgeable in ventilator operation during transport.

Take patient’s ventilator to hospital even if not functioning properly.

Always use patient’s equipment if available and functioning properly.

Continuous pulse oximetry and End Tidal CO, monitoring must be utilized during assessment and transport.

Unable to correct ventilator problem: Remove patient from ventilator and manually ventilate using BVM.

Typical alarms: Low Pressure/ Apnea: Loose or disconnected circuit, leak in circuit or around tracheostomy site.
Low Power: Internal battery depleted.
High Pressure: Plugged/ obstructed airway or circuit.

DOPE: Displaced tracheostomy tube/ ETT, Obstructed tracheostomy tube/ ETT, Pneumothorax and Equipment failure.

AR 9

Any local EMS System changes to this document must follow the NC OEMS Protocol Change Policy and be approved by OEMS

Revised
9/01/25




